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A designated tangible cultural property of Iwate Prefecture
(sculpture).

Standing Wooden Statue of Amitabha

Location: Uwata, Horowa, Fujisawa, Ichinoseki

Owner/curator: The Religious Organization of Jishu Sect
Buddhists at Chotoku-ji Temple

Era: Kamakura (13th century)

No. of statues: 1

This wooden sculpture stands at a height of 84.4cm and was
made using the warihagi-zukuri method (carved from a single
piece of wood which was then split, hollowed and reassembled), it
has inserted crystal eyes and lacquer and gold leaf, part of the
carving is finished with coloring. The wood is thought to be hinoki
(Japanese cypress) or hiba (a small ornamental false cypress).

The style of clothes, shape of the head and the facial expression
of this sculpture combines features of both Kaikei-style (Annami)
Amitabha statues and Unkei-style Amitabha statues.

This sculpture is an example of a work representative of Iwate
produced in the orthodox styles of studios like the Kei's studio of
Buddhist Sculpture who produced many fine Amitabha statues in
the Kinki and Kanto regions during the Kamakura era (13t
century) when the Buddhist faith flourished.

This sculpture is highly valued by all in terms of cultural
history, art history, as a perfect example of Buddhist statue in
the Kamakura era, and furthermore, as a traditional wooden
sculpture of the new schools of Japanese Buddhism during the
Kamakura era located within Iwate Prefecture.




